
Awards for 2005

Awards for 200S...
And the Ralph Kelley Award goes to ....

Brenda Argoe!

In 2005, the NCBC recognized the contributions of many to the Bankruptcy

Courts, the Federal Judiciary and the NCBC. Seven individuals and two teams

were honored during a luncheon ceremony.

The Ralph H. Kelley Award to Brenda Argoe recognized her 32 years of

distinguished service. Brenda had served as President of the NCBC, Chair of

the Bankruptcy Clerks' Advisory Group, a member of the Budget and Finance

Working Group, the CMjECF Working group and too many other groups to

name. Greg Walters, Ninth Circuit Executive, in a video message/ said that

Brenda was "a tireless defender of the Bankruptcy community" but that she

also made sure "everyone got a fair shake no matter who they worked for".

Greg Cummings, retired AO Deputy Assistant Director for Budget and Finance,

spoke of Brenda's integrity and personal strength. He spoke of her "business

sense" and her efforts to always do the right thing. There was little for anyone

to add to these comments. Brenda was surprised by the video accolades of

the two Gregs and offered her own comments before a crowd of nearly 300

gathered for lunch. She recalled her days as NCBC President, scraping

together money to pay the bills and having conferences attended by just a

few folks. She offered her heartfelt thanks for the award and exited after
receiving a lO-minute standing ovation. Congratulations Brenda!

Also receiving honors were:

Terry Dunn - Outstanding Service Award in recognition of his leadership,

insight and contributions to the Bankruptcy Courts as Chair of the CMjECF MR

Sub-Committee.

Jim Waldron - Outstanding Service Award in recognition of his continuous

efforts, leadership, and dedication to the Judiciary as the Clerk's
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Angela Stewart - Administrative Excellence Award in recognition of her It
continuous efforts, dedication and valuable contributions in the planning and f~;
coordination of FJCeducational programs. t~~
Domenic D'Alessio - Outstanding Service Award for his contributions to the 1

4
::

Bankruptcy Courts in the development and installation of the cash register f"

module for CMjECF. I:~
Bankruptcy CMjECF Development Team - Outstanding Service Award in ~i
recognition of continuous efforts and valuable support in the development and fi"l

I .~

implementation of the Bankruptcy CMjECF system. [\1
L
I"':

Bill Stillgebaurer - Outstanding Service Award in recognition for many years of !i'f'
i\'.;

service, leadership, continuous contributions and support to the Bankruptcy ~>
Courts, the Federal Judiciary and the NCBC. I:~
Mark Hatcher - Outstanding Service Award in recognition of your dedication, t~
valuable contributions, and outstanding service as a member of the NCBC ~~

Board of Governors from 2003 - 2005. If~i
Northern District of Illinois - Special Service Award in recognition of their ~,:~

!-,
efforts, hard work, and outstanding service as host for the 2005 NCBC P
Conference in Chicago. ~
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More nominations were received than could be recognized, some of which

reflected the accomplishments of individuals within their own courts. Barry

Lander, President of the NCBC, suggested during the ceremony that the folks

who nominated those people go back and tell them how much they

appreciated their efforts. A pat on the back from colleagues or employees is

always welcome!

Nominations for the 2006 awards will open in a couple of months, so start

thinking of those you'd like to see recognized. Milton Aquilla of the Southern
District of New York will be Chair of this year's Awards Committee.
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