
Awards
Presented at Annual Meeting

Awards Luncheon

The Honorable Frank W.
Koger, Chief Bankruptcy
Judge, Western District of .
Missouri, and President of the
National Conference of
Bankruptcy Judges was the
featured speaker at this year's
awards luncheon. In his
remarks, Judge Koger
emphasized the important work
the NCBC is doing for the
bankruptcy system. He also
recognized the importance of
maintaining strong ties to the
NCBJ and maintaining a strong
membership. Judge Koger
mentioned the recent
consolidation attempts in some
districts as not being in the best
interest of the judiciary. As a
member of the Bankruptcy
Judges Advisory Group, Judge
Koger presented the Director of
the Administrative Office,
Leonidas Ralph Mecham, with
a resolution opposing any
attempts to consolidate district
and bankruptcy courts,
including administrative
consolidation. He stated that
the NCBJ remained opposed to
forced consolidation.

After Judge Koger's address,
Michael Webb, NCBC

Lifetime Achievement
Award

The National Conference of
Bankruptcy Clerks
presented its 1997
Lifetime Achievement

Award during the opening dinner at
the annual meeting to Robert Wily,
past NCBC President and Clerk of
Court for the United States
Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern
District of Virginia, for his
continuous contributions to the
bankruptcy system and setting the
standard of excellence for our
profession. Mr. Wily served as
NCBC President during 1989-1990,
and has served as Chair of the
Federal Judiciary's Bankruptcy
Clerks Advisory Group and Court
Administrative Advisory Council.
Currently, Mr. Wily is the Chair of
the Bankruptcy Case Management
and Statistics Umbrella Group. In
1996, he was awarded the
Director's Award for Outstanding
leadership - the federal judiciary's
highest award for U.S. Court
employees.

Article by:
Michael Webb

President NCBC
Clerk, Ohio Southern
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President, recited a brief history
of the NCBC Presidency and
sharing memorable moments
and accomplishments of each
administration. Four past
Presidents were at the luncheon
- Clifford Kirsch (1980-1982),
our first President, Barbara
Everly (1982-1983), Robert
Wily (1989-1992), Mary
Weibel (1993-1995). Each past
president shared with members
highlights of their presidencies.
Each past president was
awarded a commemorative
gavel engraved with hislher
name and dates of office.

Mr. Webb then turned to this
year's awards for Achievement,
Administrative Excellence, and
Outstanding Service. This
year's Achievement Award
went to two outstanding deputy
clerks from Des Moines, Iowa -
William Gast, Systems
Manager, and Phong Kim,
Programmer, for their work in
researching, developing,
implementing in-house case
management applications such
as mdocket and autocop. Those
applications are now being
shared with bankruptcy courts
across the nation. Both were
honored at the awards luncheon

(Continued on next page)
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(Awards cont.)

during the annual meeting by the
presentation of plaques
commemorating the
achievement, together with a
$100.00 check.

Brenda Argoe, Clerk from
Columbia, South Carolina, was
the recipient of the NCBC 1997
Administrative Excellence
Award for her overall
contribution to the improvement
of bankruptcy administration.

- Ms. Argoe is an active voice for
the courts. She has served on
numerous advisory groups and
promotes improvements in all
aspects of court operations. Ms.
Argoe received a plaque
commemorating her
accomplishments and a check in
the amount of $100.00.

Outgoing NCBC officers were
recognized for their outstanding
service to the NCBC with
plaques recognizing their
service. Recipients included
Michael Webb, Michael
Dobbins, Dianne Schmitz, Diane

Zech and Tawana Marshall.
Outstanding Service Awards
were also presented to Judy
Proctor, Deputy Chief,
Bankruptcy Judges Division,
and Ed Flynn, Statistician,
Bankruptcy Judges Division,
for their outstanding
contributions to the bankruptcy
system.

Membership Awards

Mr. Webb announced the
creation of a new award to
recognize districts with large
percentages of membership.
The NCBC membership awards
have three categories - gold,
silver, and bronze. To go for
the gold a district needs to have
100% membership in the
NCBC. The silver recognizes
courts with 70% or better
membership. The bronze is
awarded to districts with 50%
or better total membership.
This year, the NCBC Gold
Membership Award was
presented to the District of
Alaska for reaching 160%
membership. Not only did they

recruit deputy clerks, they went
after judges, employees of other
related federal agencies, and
state employees. No offices
qualified for the Silver
membership award. Two
Bronze Membership awards
were given to the District of
Nebraska for recruiting 69%
from their office, and the to the
District of Rhode Island for
recruiting 57% from their office.
Each office received a plaque in
recognition of its achievement.

Mr. Webb concluded the awards
luncheon by announcing the
winners of the $300.00
scholarships to attend the annual
meeting of recruiting themost
members. We had a tie.
Margaret Bondi, Deputy
Clerk from Alaska, and Yvonne
Evans, former Deputy In Charge
in Tennessee EAstern and Clerk
in Atlanta Georgea, was
awarded $300.00 schloarships.
Mr. Webb noted the important
role all members have in
recruitment and thanked each of
the winners for leading the way
for the NCBC.

NCBCElection Results!
Balloting to select officers for 1997-1998 was completed on July 17, 1998 at the conclusion of

the annual meeting. The Nominating Committee chaired by Susan Thurston presented an outstanding
list of candidates. Members reelected Michael D. Webb for a second term as President. Pamela

. Schuster, Chief Deputy from Springfield, Illinois got the nod for Secretary. Joseph Simmons, Clerk
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Ginny Satterstrom, Chief Deputy Clerk from Des Moines, Iowa and
Mick McHugh, Chief Deputy from Hartford Connecticut, were elected to the Board of Govemors.
These officers will join Vice-President/President Elect Bernard McCarthy, Clerk from Butte, Montana,
Treasurer Wayne Wolfe, Clerk from Anchorage, Alaska, and serving their second year on the Board of
Governors, Yvonne Evans, Clerk from Atlanta, Georgia, and William Tanner, Clerk from Macon,
Georgia.

Thanks to our exiting officers for giving time and energies to the NCBC over the last two years.
Our congratulation on ajob well done to Secretary Dianne Schmitz, Chief Deputy from Fargo, North
Dakota, and Board of Governors members Michael W. Dobbins, U.S. District Court Clerk from
Chicago, and Diane Zech, Chief Deputy from Omaha, Nebraska. Their dedication serves as an example
to us all!
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